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and Bijapur. In January 1688, Firuz Jang was despatched
with twenty-five thousand horse to reduce the fortress of
Adorn, situated on the south of the Tungabhadra, which was
occupied by Siddi Mas'ud, an Abyssinian general of Sikander
'Adil Shah, who during the operation of the siege of Bijapur
had managed to carry off with him much jewellery and trea-
sure to the fortress of Adoni.1

On reaching the neighbourhood of Adoni, Firuz Jang sent
a message to Siddi Mas{ud, asking him to capitulate without
bloodshed. But, as he refused to yield without a trial of strength,
Firuz Jang started sinking mines, digging trenches and bom-
barding the fortress. After some time, Siddi Mas'ud, feeling
that he would not be able to resist longer and that his fall
was near, capitulated. He came out of the fortress, reiterating
his pleas for forgiveness. The fort was occupied by the Impe-
rial garrisons and renamed Imtiazgarh. The Emperor was
highly pleased to hear the news of the capture of Adoni. He
ordered the royal band to play the notes of victory. Siddi
Mas'ud was treated with consideration by Firuz Jang, and
his sons were brought to Aurangzib. The Emperor did not
want to humiliate Siddi Mas'ud by ordering him to be brought
to his presence. In his absence the Emperor granted him the
rank of 7,000 zat, 7,000 horse and further honoured him by
granting him the faujdari and fief of Muradabad. But the
responsibilities of this office were to be discharged by a deputy,
because the Emperor had ordained that so long as Siddi
Mas'ud was alive he was to remain in the service of Firuz
Jang.2 His sons, when they reached the royal presence with
the golden keys of the fortress of Adoni, were duly honoured
with favours and presents.3

When the Emperor reached Bijapur, Firuz Jang joined
him there after settling the administration of Adoni and its
neighbourhood. Intelligence was received that Sambhaji and
his lieutenants were creating a great disturbance in the direc-
tion of Bahadurgarh and Gulshanabad, the Emperor directed
Firiiz Jang and Sheikh Nizam to proceed with a suitable force
to re-establish Mughal supremacy in those districts. While the
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3 According to Khafi Khan, Siddi Mas'ud requested the Emperor through
Firuz Jang, to be excused from going to his presence and to be allowed to send
his sons instead (vol. II, p. 272).